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pursue federal claims against the tobacco in-
dustry; and

Whereas, the State of Nebraska is entitled
to all of its portion of settlement funds nego-
tiated in the Master Settlement Agreement
without any federal claim to such funds.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Members
of the Ninety-Sixth Legislature of Nebraska,
First Session:

1. That the Legislature hereby petitions
the Congress of the United States and the ex-
ecutive branch of the federal government to
prohibit federal recoupment of state tobacco
settlement recoveries.

2. That official copies of this resolution be
prepared for forwarded to the Speaker of the
United States House of Representatives and
President of the United States Senate and to
all members of the Nebraska delegation to
the Congress of the United States with the
request that it be officially entered into the
Congressional Record as a memorial to the
Congress of the United States.

3. That a copy of the resolution be pre-
pared and forwarded to President William J.
Clinton.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 30, 1999.
PATRICK J. O’ DONNELL,
Clerk of the Legislature, Lincoln, Nebraska.

DEAR MR. O’DONNELL: Pursuant to the re-
quest of the Legislature, I have entered into
the Congressional Record Resolution No. 29,
adopted on March 22, 1999. A copy of the ap-
propriate section of the record is enclosed.

I am pleased to be of assistance in bringing
this important matter to the attention of
my colleagues.

Sincerely,
LEE TERRY,
Member of Congress.

————

HONORING THE HUTCHINSON HOSE
COMPANY

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 1999

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor and acknowledge the men and
women of the Hutchinson Hose Company in
Ambherst, NY.

In 1835, residents of “Williams Mills” first
donated a portion of their taxes toward the
purchase of a fire engine, recognizing the
community’s need for fire protection. Since the
time of that $228 wooden wagon, Hutchinson
Hose, which received its modern-day name in
1908 in honor of Edward H. Hutchinson, has
grown with its community, providing superior
fire protection for the residents of Williamsuville.

For 164 years, the men and women of
Hutchinson Hose have lived up to their early-
day moniker of the “Rough and Ready Fire
Engine Company Number One,” and it is with
great pleasure that | commend them during
our deliberations today.

Mr. Speaker, | would also like to pay special
recognition to Mr. Irvin J. Lorich and Mr. David
Sherman. Irvin will be honored on Saturday,
May 1, 1999, for 50 years of dedicated volun-
teer service; and Mr. Sherman, a distinguished
journalist and editor, will again be sworn-in as
President of the Fire Company, the longest
tenured president in fire company history.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Mr. Speaker, | know that the entire House of
Representatives joins me in saluting the hard
work and dedication of the Hutchinson House
Company, and two of its most distinguished
members, President Dave Sherman and Mr.
Irvin Lorich.

———

LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE VET-
ERANS HEALTH CARE BENEFITS
TO MEMBERS OF THE PHIL-
IPPINE COMMONWEALTH ARMY
AND THE MEMBERS OF THE SPE-
CIAL PHILIPPINE SCOUTS, H.R.
1594

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 1999

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce H.R. 1594, the Filipino Veterans Ben-
efits Improvements Act of 1999. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this worthy
legislation.

On July 26, 1941, President Roosevelt
issued a military order, pursuant to the Phil-
ippines Independence Act of 1934, calling
members of the Philippine Commonwealth
Army into the service of the United States
Forces of the Far East, under the command of
General Douglas MacArthur.

For almost 4 years, over 100,000 Filipinos,
of the Philippine Commonwealth Army fought
alongside the allies to reclaim the Philippine
Islands from Japan. Regrettably, in return,
Congress enacted the Rescission Act of 1946.
This measure limited veterans eligibility for
service-connected disabilities and death com-
pensation and also denied the members of the
Philippine Commonwealth Army the honor of
being recognized as veterans of the United
States Armed Forces.

A second group, the special Philippine
scouts called “New Scouts” who enlisted in
the U.S. armed forces after October 6, 1945,
primarily to perform occupation duty in the Pa-
cific, were similarly excluded from benefits.

| believe it is long past time to correct this
injustice and to provide the members of the
Philippine Commonwealth Army and the spe-
cial Philippine scouts with the benefits and the
services that they valiantly earned during their
service in World War II.

Realizing Mr. Speaker, than our current
budgetary environment is not conducive to the
creation of a new large entitlement program, |
have crafted this legislation to be fiscally fea-
sible while providing the veterans with the
benefits in which they are most in need.

This legislation contains three major provi-
sions. The first would provide disability com-
pensation to those Filipino veterans residing in
the United States on a dollar-for-dollar basis.
This would replace the “peso rate” standard
which Filipino veterans had to accept, even if
they were residing within the United States
and not the Philippines.

Second, this bill would make all Filipino vet-
erans residing in the United States eligible for
VA health care. These veterans, would be
subject to the same eligibility and means test
requirements as their American counterparts.

Finally, this legislation restores funding,
which had been removed in 1994, to provide
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health care to American military personnel and
veterans in the Philippines as well as for Fili-
pino World War Il veterans residing in the is-
lands.

These veterans have waited more than 50
years for the benefits which, by virtue of their
military service, they were entitled to in 1946.

| urge my colleagues to carefully review this
legislation that corrects this grave injustice and
provides veterans benefits to members of the
Philippine Commonwealth Army and the mem-
bers of the special Philippine scouts.

| submit the full text of H.R. 1594 to be in-
cluded at this point in the RECORD:

H.R. 1594

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Filipino
Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act of
1999,

SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATE OF PAYMENT OF CER-

TAIN BENEFITS TO VETERANS OF
THE PHILIPPINE COMMONWEALTH
ARMY.

(a) INCREASE.—Section 107 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking “Payment’ in the second
sentence of subsection (a) and inserting ‘“Ex-
cept as provided in subsection (c), payment’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“(c) In the case of benefits under sub-
chapters II and IV of chapter 11 of this title
by reason of service described in subsection
(a)—

‘(1) notwithstanding the second sentence
of subsection (a), payment of such benefit
shall be made in dollars at the rate of $1.00
for each dollar authorized; and

‘“(2) such benefits shall be paid only to an
individual residing in the United States who
is a citizen of, or an alien lawfully admitted
for permanent residence in, the United
States.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
shall apply to benefits paid for months be-
ginning on or after that date.

SEC. 3. ELIGIBILITY FOR HEALTH CARE OF CER-

TAIN ADDITIONAL FILIPINO WORLD
WAR II VETERANS.

Section 1734 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended to read as follows:

“The Secretary, within the limits of De-
partment facilities, shall furnish hospital
and nursing home care and medical services
to Commonwealth Army veterans and new
Philippine Scouts in the same manner as
provided for under section 1710 of this title.”.
SEC. 4. MANDATE TO PROVIDE HEALTH CARE

FOR WORLD WAR II VETERANS RE-
SIDING IN THE PHILIPPINES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter IV of chapter
17 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating section 1735 as section
1736; and

(2) by inserting after section 1734 the fol-
lowing new section:

“§1735. Outpatient care and services for
World War II veterans residing in the Phil-
ippines
‘“(a) OUTPATIENT HEALTH CARE.—The Sec-

retary shall furnish care and services to vet-

erans, Commonwealth Army veterans, and
new Philippine Scouts for the treatment of
the service-connected disabilities and non-
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